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Description
Lowland heathland is generally found below 300
metres in altitude, and is characterised by the presence
of ericaceous dwarf-shrubs such as heather and crossleaved heath. It is often found in association with open
water, bogs, scattered trees and scrub, bare ground
and acid grasslands. Lowland heaths have a different
compliment of plants and birds to the more exposed
and wetter upland heaths. There is approximately
58,000ha of lowland heathland in the UK, with
particular strongholds being found in the south and
southwest, Staffordshire, East Anglia and Wales. The
UK has about 20% of the international total for this
habitat.

Conservation Status
EC Habitats Directive, Annex I
UK Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat
North East Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat

Current Extent in Northumberland
There is approximately 25 hectares of lowland
heathland in Northumberland, which represents less
than 0.05% of the UK total. The habitat was once much
more common and would once have been characteristic
of the coal measures of southeast Northumberland,
but now mainly small isolated fragments remain. The
only extensive example of this habitat in the county
is found at Longhorsley Moor, although a number of
small sites are identified in English Nature’s Lowland
Heath Inventory. The most important of these smaller
sites is at Arcot Hall, where there is a clear transition
from areas of unimproved neutral grassland to areas of
heathland.

A map of lowland
heathland
distribution in
Northumberland
is currently being
developed by the
Northumberland
Biodiversity
Partnership

1 centimeter equals 5 kilometers
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of
the controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes
Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Northumberland County Council.
O.S. Licence No. 100021901. Date 2006.

Current Factors Causing Loss or Decline
• Lack of management such as grazing and burning
leading to scrub and tree encroachment
• Habitat fragmentation due to developments such as
housing and road construction
• Agricultural improvement such as fertilizer and lime
application, intensive livestock farming and overgrazing
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Further Information
This lowland heathland action plan links to the lowland
heathland UK BAP action plan whose lead partner is
Natural England.

Code

Priority Actions

Date

LH A01

Identify all remaining areas of lowland
heathland

2008

LH A02

Use the heathland inventory data to add
numeric values to the maintain extent and
achieve condition targets

2008

LH A03

Identify areas where heathland was
present in the past

2008

LH A04

Prioritise former sites for restoration
according to quality and area of degraded
habitat and ability to increase connectivity
between existing fragmented sites

2008

LH A05

Develop targets for restoration and
expansion

2008

LH A06

Review the extent of Local Wildlife Site
coverage of lowland heathlands and
update as necessary

2009

LH A07

Ensure that heathland restoration or
creation is incorporated into at least one
land development or reclamation scheme

2010

LH A08

Provide management advice to heathland
landowners and managers, including
possible funding sources

ongoing

LH A09

Carry out condition monitoring of lowland
heathland in Northumberland

ongoing

LH A10

Ensure that 50% of non-SSSI lowland
heathland sites are receiving management
that will enhance or maintain their nature
conservation interest

2010

LH A11

Ensure that 80% of non-SSSI lowland
heathland sites are receiving management
that will enhance or maintain their nature
conservation interest

2015
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Targets
Maintain the current extent of lowland heathland in
Northumberland by 2010.
Achieve favourable or recovering condition by
appropriate management of lowland heathland
currently in unfavourable condition by 2010.

