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Description
The arable land, grasslands, hedges and hedgerow trees
of Northumberland provide important nesting habitat
for a range of migratory and resident species of bird.
Some of these species are internationally, nationally
or regionally important or their populations are at
extremities of the range.
The crop growing and harvesting seasons provide both
a vital feeding resource and shelter for a range of
birds. Those species that are resident to the UK rely on
suitable habitat to ensure survival through the winter.
Farmland birds are included in the national index of
wild bird populations, linking them to the Government’s
Public Service Agreement (PSA) target which seeks
to reverse the long term decline of these species by
2020. The farmland species included in the North East
Regional index are therefore the focus of this action
plan.
Current data (BTO & DEFRA) indicates no significant
regional change for this group between 1994 and 2004
in the North East region. Some individual species are
faring better than others with indices for nine of the
species increasing by 10 per cent or more, but still from
a very low base.
A full list of associated farmland birds is included as an
appendix to this action plan.

Conservation Status
The conservation status of each farmland bird is included in the
appendix to this action plan.

Current Extent in Northumberland
Against a background of long term decline, most of
the species in this action plan are still classified as well
represented, common, or in some cases abundant (Birds
in Northumbria). However, several species are listed as
being of national conservation concern (BTO).
Corn bunting are now very rare in Northumberland,
bordering on extinction with just a few individuals
reported each year. Tree sparrow and grey partridge are
still well reported but have suffered long term declines.
Reed bunting, yellowhammer, linnet, skylark and
starling are also ‘Red listed’ but still relatively common
in Northumberland. Yellow wagtail is now uncommon
and ‘Amber listed’ under Birds of Conservation Concern.
Nationally grey partridge, corn bunting, tree sparrows
and reed buntings have declined dramatically in
lowlands. In Northumberland the above species are the
ones which have declined the most and have decreased
by at least 50% since the 1970s. The birds have very
specific requirements and it has been shown that a
number of important parts of their life cycles have been
severely impacted by the changes in agriculture. If these
populations are to be recovered then a comprehensive
package of measures including nesting, chick rearing
and adult feeding sites in both winter and summer
should be instigated on any know sites specifically for
tree sparrows, corn buntings and reed buntings.
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Further Information

A map of farmland
bird distribution in
Northumberland
is currently being
developed by the
Northumberland
Biodiversity
Partnership

This farmland birds action plan links to the:
• corn bunting UK BAP action plan, led by Natural
England and the RSPB,
• grey partridge UK BAP action plan, led by the Game
Conservancy Trust,
• linnet UK BAP action plan led by the RSPB,
• reed bunting UK BAP action plan, led by the RSPB,
• skylark UK BAP action plan, led by the RSPB,
• tree sparrow UK BAP action plan, led by the RSPB.
Andrews, J & Rebane, M, 1994, Farming & Wildlife: A
Practical Management Handbook, RSPB Publications
The Game Conservancy Annual reviews (various years)
Lowland Farmland Handbook, RSPB Publications

Targets
1 centimeter equals 5 kilometers
This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of
the controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes
Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Northumberland County Council.
O.S. Licence No. 100021901. Date 2006.

Current Factors Causing Loss or Decline
• Agricultural intensification of farmland, specialisation
into livestock and crops only and loss of mixed
farming systems
• Loss of stubble feed crops before a spring crop
• Change from spring to predominantly winter sown
crops with the associated loss of weedy stubbles
• Chemical usage and the “clean crop” mentality when
grass weeds are not present in the cereal field.
• Decline of organic matter in arable soils and the
impact on soil fauna that provides food for a wide
range of birds
• Loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees
• Loss of wet areas, ponds and rough field corners that
provide invertebrates as food and nesting sites
• Timing and method of mechanical farming
operations that can destroy nests and kill chicks and
adults in the spring
• Loss of spilt grain and on farm food processing,
associated with a “tidy farm” mentality.

Associated Action Plans
Lowland Heathland
Lowland Meadow and Pasture
Ponds, Lakes and Reservoirs
Reedbeds
Wet Grassland
Whin Grassland
Trees & Hedges

Maintain the current range of farmland birds in
Northumberland by 2010
Increase the current range of farmland birds in
Northumberland by 2015
Code

Priority Actions

Date

FB A01

Promote Agri-Environment options for
farmland birds, particularly in targeted
areas

ongoing

FB A02

Review uptake of relevant options in
existing ELS & HLS agreements

ongoing

FB A03

Promote the use of appropriate options to
ensure their use in future agreements

ongoing

FB A04

Ensure that HLS agreements are properly
designed to deliver optimum benefits

ongoing

FB A05

Consider the need/feasibility for individual
species action plans (e.g. tree sparrow,
corn bunting, grey partridge)

2008

FB A06

Provide advice on farming friendly
systems

ongoing

FB A07

Monitor the changes in lowland farmland
birds on a systematic basis on a sample
number of farms

2010

FB A08

Promote awareness of all farmland birds,
their needs and legislation through
suitable events and promotional material

ongoing
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Farmland Birds
Species

Conservation Status
UK BAP

Corn Bunting - Emberiza calandra

Regional BAP

UK Red List

x

x

x

x

UK Amber List

Goldfinch - Carduelis carduelis
Greenfinch - Carduelis chloris
Grey Partridge - Perdix perdix
Jackdaw - Corvus monedula
Kestrel - Falco tinnunculus
Lapwing - Vanellus vanellus

x

Linnet - Carduelis cannabina

x

x

Reed Bunting - Emberiza schoeniclus

x

x

Skylark - Alauda arvensis

x

x

Starling - Sturnus vulgaris

x

x

x

Rook - Corvus frugilegus

Stock Dove - Columba oenas
Tree Sparrow - Passer montanus

x
x

x

Whitethroat - Sylvia communis
Woodpigeon - Columba palumbus
Yellow Wagtail - Motacilla flava

x

Yellowhammer - Emberiza citronella

x

x
x

Red and Amber listed species as listed in ‘The Population Status of Birds in the UK - Birds of Conservation Concern:
2002-2007’

