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Hedgehogs are widespread in lowland Britain, except
for some Scottish islands. The UK population of
Hedgehogs was thought to be about 1,555,000 (Review
of British Mammals, JNCC, 95). The latest findings from
the Mammal Trust UK (2006), reported a rapid decline
in hedgehogs, with some areas experiencing a 50%
decline.

Hedgehogs are the only spiny British mammal having
up to 7000 dense sharp brown spines on its back and
sides. When threatened, it curls into a ball, so that the
spines offer protection. The chest and belly are covered
in coarse grey-brown fur.

There is currently no systematic survey of Hedgehogs in
Northumberland, therefore the population status and
distribution is unknown.

Description

These widespread mammals are found in most lowland
habitats, but are most commonly seen in areas where
there is grassland close to woodland, scrub or hedgerow.
Urban and suburban gardens have become particularly
important to hedgehogs seeking food and nest sites.
Hedgehogs are mostly nocturnal, and can travel up
to 2km in their nightly forages for food. Beetles,
caterpillars, earthworms, slugs and snails are the
hedgehog’s favourite food, but the diet is varied and
they will also eat cereals, pet foods, and fresh meat.

A map of hedgehog
distribution in
Northumberland
is currently being
developed by the
Northumberland
Biodiversity
Partnership

The young are born between May and September, in
litters of four or five. Hogs have been known to live for
up to 14 years, but in the wild, most will die after two
years.
Hedgehogs build nests called hibernacula in which to
avoid the coldest times of winter by hibernating, usually
between November and early April, depending on the
weather. Favourite sites for these are under timber
buildings, in piles of brushwood or leaves, or in compost
heaps. If it is warm enough and there is enough food,
hedgehogs do not hibernate at all. Hedgehogs need
to be in good condition physically and weigh over 600
grams before they enter hibernation.

Conservation Status
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Schedule 6
UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species
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Northumberland Biodiversity Action Plan
Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) Species Action Plan
Current Factors Causing Loss or Decline
• Loss and fragmentation of suitable habitat to
agriculture and urban development
• Reduction in insect food supply from overuse of
pesticides
• Secondary poisoning from slug pellets
• Death from road traffic
• Removal of leaf litter and tendency towards fences
rather than hedges in gardens causes a reduction in
hibernation sites
• Lighting of bonfires without checking for hibernating
hedgehogs
• Drowning in garden ponds with steep sides
• Becoming trapped in cattle grids causing death by
starvation
• Feeding of milk and bread by humans causing
diarrhoea and dehydration which can lead to death
• Trapping of hedgehogs in discarded cans, yogurt pots
and plastic cups

Associated Action Plans
Gardens & Allotments
Native Woodland
Lowland Meadows & Pastures
Recreational & Amenity Spaces
Trees & Hedges

Further Information
This hedgehog action plan links to the hedgehog UK
BAP action plan.
British Hedgehog Preservation Society http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
The Mammal Society http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mammal/hedgehog.shtml

Targets
Maintain the current range of the hedgehog in
Northumberland by 2010

Code

Priority Actions

Date

H A01

Collate all existing information on the
hedgehog in Northumberland

2008

H A02

Engage the public in surveys to determine
the distribution of the hedgehog in
Northumberland

2008

H A03

Use the distribution data to add a numeric
value to the maintain range target for
hedgehog

2008

H A04

Increase the amount of woodland,
hedgerows and grasslands in urban areas

ongoing

H A05

Produce an advice leaflet for managing
gardens and urban green space for
hedgehogs

2009

H A06

Promote the importance of
Northumberland’s hedgehogs through
publicity material, events and training

2009

H A07

Place 30 hibernation boxes at appropriate
nature reserve sites throughout
Northumberland

2010

